
October 3, 2012 Comparing Mackin VIA to Follett Shelf for access to online 

content 

Category Follett Shelf - Randy 
 
From Follett current magazine 
 

K12digitaldecisions.com – solutions for digital uses 
Also, look at the Common Core ebook bundles for K-12. (pg. 10) 

 
 
Titlewave.com 

Online ordering & searching through titlewave.com 
If you don’t have an account, Randy can get you one. 
Use simple SEARCH feature at top of page. 
List does not show unlimited or 1 to 1 
All your ebooks will appear in Follett Shelf and in your catalog. 
 
Advanced Search:  see ebooks & digital tab at top 
Can search by grade level, languages, unlim. access, etc. 
i.e. may be $10 more for the unlim. access book…. 
 
Prior to purchasing, preview the ebook.  Look at the info symbol in 
the preview to see if it can be read out loud, or in book record on 
catalog. 
 

# of unlimited access ebooks 
and one checkout ebooks 
 

Follett has both models.   Total # is apprx. 140,000  (pg. 5) 
Apprx. 25,000 are Unlimited 
115,000 are one user, one checkout. 

# of fiction ebooks available  
Apprx. 90,000 
 

  
# of non-fiction ebooks available  

Apprx. 50,000.  Almost 2,000 are professional collection. 
Apprx. ½ of all their ebooks have ability to be read to you through 
Shelf (Follett’s audio reader) 
 

# of publishers 
 

1182 different publishers – big and small 

Can student put ebooks on hold 
or store a list for future check-
out? 
 

 
Follett Shelf – look in catalog on pgs. 5 – 7, but the look is changing 
soon for the better. See filters on the left to Narrow Your Search. 
Now, save in your WishList, but will soon be a book bag. 
In Shelf, the infinity symbol on the book bottom right shows 
everyone that it is unlim. access. 
In the Follett Shelf reader, you can bookmark, highlight, and add 
notes.  The notes stay with the user.  Only YOU see your notes and 
your bookmarks. 
 
 

Do all your books open correctly  



on an iPad, iPod, or other Apple 
device? 
App? 
 

Right now, there’s an app for an iPhone but not an iPod.  The app 
translates the book from Flash to HTML5 so it is readable.   Soon you 
won’t have to have any app to read your book on Apple products.   

Do all your books open correctly 
on a tablet, cell phone, or other 
Droid device? 
App? 
 

If you want to search for a book, go to your Follett Shelf.  If you 
downloaded a book to it, it will just open and you can read it in the 
reader. 
 
 

Downloadable Audio books 
available? 
One patron, one checkout? 
 

Yes, they have downloadable audio books.  These are downloadable 
to your computer or your mobile device.   Can hear a preview of the 
audio when you are in titlewave searching. 

Do all ebooks open in the same 
reader interface? 

 
Yes.  All in one reader with same icons, command, etc. 
 

Can books be put into lists for 
individuals to access or search 
for a limited number of books? 
 

 
 
 

What are the check-out options 
for ebooks? 
Check-in options? 
 

 
You can browse it (read it online) or you can check it out (and you can 
access it from any device you have).   
*All books checked out open in the same Reader – just one reader 
with the same icons and commands for all ebooks.   
 

Administrative Options – 
who can help students access 
and how? 
 

 
Whoever in the school we give rights to – librarian and clerk. 
 

How do students 
log-in to check out an ebook? 
 

Students use the same login that they use for everything in the 
district.  Follett ebooks talks to our Follett Destiny catalog.  As kids 
move from one school to another, the database is updated right 
away. 
The interface between 
 

Where do I go to update patron 
account and/or login 
information create Groups or 
Lists,  manage settings & 
features, etc? 
 

 
Follett Shelf reports for use, setting checkout period, etc. are in the 
same format as Destiny pages.  They will be very familiar to you. 
Can easily set up a guest account for a new student.   

How do I run usage reports for 
ebooks? 

Follett Shelf reports for use, setting checkout period, etc. are in the 
same format as Destiny pages.  They will be very familiar to you. 
Usage reports lets you see what is checked out, when, by whom. 
 

How do I “weed” the collection? You can hide books. 



 
 

How do I keep my 1st graders 
from checking out an ebook 
written an older student? 
 

Right now, there is no way to differentiate the books for different 
grade levels. But… 
In the works: you can set books to be visible only for students above 
a certain grade level or only visible to students who graduate after a 
certain year. 
 

What training materials for 
teachers and students are 
available? 
 

 
When you are in Follett Shelf, you can click the Help icon at the top of 
the page to get tutorials and more. 
In a book, you can click on help 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 


